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OBSERVATIONS 


UPON T H E 
State of the Nation. 


I is a very difficult Thing exactly to de- 
termine in what Caſes, and how far a 
good Subject may expreſs his Diſlike of 

”- what is either done, or connived at by 

his Governors. Thoſe whom by the Laws of 

God we are commanded not only not to reſiſt, 

but to aid and aſſiſt with our Hands, our Pur- 

ſes, and our Prayers, we are certainly requi- 


red our ſelves to reverence, and to exhort and 


encourage others to do ſo too. Now that 
Reverence is undoubtedly weakned, whenever 
we blame any of their Actions or Deſigns, as 
hurtful to the Publick Good. The higher the 
Accuſations are, the greater is the Offence. 
But tho this is a good Reaſon for Men to be 
modeſt in their Suggeſtions, yet it is not a ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon for them to' be entirely ſilent. 
Nays it is more dutiful for Men to expreſs the 

M1 2 Cauſes 
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L 2] 
Cauſes of their Complaint, than wholly ta 
ſtifle them, and only to ſhew Signs of Diſſa- 
tisfaction without diſcoyering the true Grounds 
of their being diſſatisfied ; ſince they do 


thereby give an Opportunity to thoſe, whom | 


it does moſt nearly concern, to clear them- 
ſelves ; and thereby to ſtrengthen that Govern- 
ment, which every good Man deſires to ſee in 
2 proſperous and flouriſhing Condition. 

T ſhall not therefore be afraid to declare my 
Apprebenfions of the State of Affairs in this 
publick Manner ; eſpecially fince they are not 
mine alone, but the Apprehenſions of very 
many honeſt Men, who are zealous Friends of 
the Conſtitution both in Church and State as 
by Law Eftabliſh'd, and entirely affectionate 
to Her Majeſty's Perſon and Government; 


which they heartily pray to God to have long, 


very long continued, as a Blefling to theſe Na- 
tions. Thoſe that affect now to be called 
High-Church-Mey, have no Pretence to com- 
plain; who in Memorials from the Preſs, and 
in Sermons from the Pulpit, (and many of 


them too printed afterwards ) did in a Man- 


ner, Which no True Charch of England Man 
cares imitate, treat the late Miniſtry in the 


vileſt and moſt contemptuous Manner poſſible, 


and threaten them in' Terms little ſhort of 
downright Rebellion. . 

I fhall not therefore, J hope, be accuſed of 
iUndutifulneſs to Her Majeſty, or of Want of 


Reſpect 
@  v * oh 
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Reſpect to Her Miniſters, when I own my 


Apprehenſions that the Peace, which is 
now in a manner concluded with France, may 
not produce thoſe laſting good Effects, which 
all Honeſt Men, who Wit well to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion , and to Britiſp Liberty, deſire 
they ſhould. I do not pretend to be wiſer 
than my Repreſentatives, or my Governors; and 
by the Britiſp Conſtitution every Man is bound 
by what they do. But ſince our Evils, ( if 
they are ſuch ) may not yet be paſt Retrieve, 


and ſince I know my ſelf to be truly Amicus 


Curiæ (and ſuch are ſometimes allowed to 


| ſpeak in our Courts of Juſtice, tho they were 


not at firſt retained ) I ſhall venture to propoſe 


my Thoughts upon the preſent Occurrences 
at this Juncture, when the Parliament is ready 


to meet, to offer up their united Gratulations 
for the Peace, which ( as far at leaſt as it re- 


lates to us) is in a manner concluded. 
The great Reaſon which is GIVEN for ma- 
king Peace upon theſe Terms, 1s, That other- 


' wiſe the Balance of Power could not be preſer. 


ved in Europe, ſince the whole Auſtrian Do- 
minions and Pretenſions are now ſettled in one 
Man, the preſent Emperor; ſo that it would 
be of worſe Conſequence to the Peace of 
Chriſtendom, to let him enjoy the whole, than 


to let King Philip keep Poſſeſſion of the Throne 
pf Spas | 


Beſorg 


E 
Before this Propoſition be conſider d, pur= 


ſuant to the Views which we are taught to 
have of the Affairs of Europe at this Time, I 


wou'd deſire Gentlemen, who talk ſo warmly. 


upon this Subject, to look back to the State of 
Chriſtendom in the Time of Henry VIII. 
which may be learnt from any of the Hiſtories 
of that Time. The Emperor Charles V. was 
then poſſeſs d of the Low- Countries entire, of 
the Dutchy and County of Burgundy, of Spain 
and the Weſt- Indies, of the Kingdom of Naples, 
was Maſter of almoſt all the Maritime Force 
of Europe, and was Emperor at the ſame time. 
His Brother Ferdinand, who was King of the 
Romans, had indeed the Hereditary Countries 
in Germany, but he was little more than Charles's 
Vice-Roy, as long as he continued Emperor. 
The Houſe of Burgundy with nothing but the 
Netherlands, ( and them not entire ) and the 
Burgundy's, were very uneaſy and formidable 
Neighbours to the Predeceſſors of Francis J. 


for ſeveral Generations; and Lewis XI. King of 


France, found Charles the Hardy ( Great Grand- 


father to Charles V.) a powerful Adverſary. 


Charles V. wanted neither Ambition nor Spi- 
rit: He was an underſtanding and a diligent 
Prince; always at the Head of his own Affairs, 
and ready as well as able, when Occaſion of- 
fer'd, to head his own Armies : He was very 
well ſerved, and had as great Generals, aud as 
glorious Troops, as that Age produced; and 
: | ie 


ere eee 


3 


it cannot be deny'd but the Z7ouſe of Auſtria 
under him was at the Top of its Greatneſs"; 


very much greater than it has been ſince. 
And yet notwithſtanding all this, and not- 


withſtanding the great Footing which Charles V. 


as Duke of Burgundy, had in Fance it ſelf, 
Francis I. who had little elſe but the remain- 


ing Part of France, made Head: againſt that 
Mighty Emperor; and tho' he was once taken 
Priſoner, and forced to redeem himſelf upon 
very hard Terms, yet he and his Son Henry II. 
held Charles V. for above 30 Years together 
at Bay, and defended their Territories againſt 
all that Charles was able to do againſt them; 
and the Reſult of all thoſe long and bloody 
Wars, till the Victory of St. Quintin, which was 
gotten ſoon after his Aldication by his Son 
Philip II. King of Spain, was, that the Houſe 
of Auſtria got the Dutchy of Milan upon the 


Failure of the Zouſe of Sforza, and kept it 


againſt the Claims of the Houſe of France. 
Let us now ſee what England could do, and 
did at that Time. ZZexry VIII. King of Exg- 
land and Ireland only, and Ireland no Addition 
to his Strength, without the Advantage of 
Foreign Trade , turn'd the Balance which way 
he wou'd, tho' he had no Fleets to match the 
Emperors. This Caſe, which is not com- 
monly conſidered, will give us a clear Soluti- 
on of that Celebrated Queſtion concerning 


the Balance of Power at this Time. England - 


and 


[6] 
and Holland have powerful Fleets : Germany 
can have none: Spain has none, nor in Truth 
can have any, that need give ns any Jealouſy : 

France has beſides what Francis I. poſſeſs d, 

both the Burgundies, Alſace, and great Part of 
the Spaniſh Netherlands, and is in Effect Maſter 
of Lorrain. All theſe Countries either leaned to, 
or were in the Poſſeſſion of the Houſe of Auſtria 
at that Tune. At Sea, Fraucè is an Over-match 
a any ane of the Maritime Powers, in truth 


an equal Match for both. What it has done at 


Land againſt the united Strength of almoſt all 
the reſt — Chriſtendom, has been ſufficiently 
ſeen ſince the Year 1688. The Caſe in ſhort 
is this. When the Houſe of Auſtria was at 
the higheſt, when the Wealth of the V eſt. In- 
efies was entirely in its Hands, when its Reve- 
nues were clear, when the Whole Trade of 
EZurape was managed by its Subjects, or its 
Vuaſlals, ( excepting what was in the Hands of 
the Portugueze and the Venetians) and when 
great and fruitful Provinces even of France it 
ſelf were obedient to its Princes, yet then 
France was ſo much a Match for it, that the 
Kings of England could, whenever they came 
in heartily , turn the Balance ; ; and yet the 
Crown of England was very much weaker than 
it is now. We had no Fleets, no Foreign 
Trade, nor could we abſolutely rely upon 
Scotland to help us. What therefore cannot 


| . when it has open and avowed Settle- 
ments 
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ments in the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, when King 
Philip cannot bring home his own Plate un- 
leſs other Nations will give him Leave , and 
when the Firſt Prince ot the Blood of France 
is upon the Spaniſh Throne. Tt is a Jeſt to 
fay that Cha les VI. if he had all he asks for, 


would be-ſo great as ever Charles V. was, that 


Lewis XIV. is not much more powerful than 
any of his Predeceſſors, and that Queen Anne 
ts not capable of turning the Balance of Eu- 


rope as effectually as ever Henry VIII. did. 


But the Crowns of Fance and Spain 
will not be under the ſame Head; and 
the two Branches of the Zouſe of Bour- 
bon in Time may quarrel : at leaſt their In- 
tereſts will be different. It is indeed poſſi- 
ble that they may quarrel, but it is by no 
means likely. The Two Branches of the 
Houſe of Auſtria were divided after the Aldi- 
cation of Charles V. to the Death of Charles II. 
of Spain, who was the Iaſt Prince of the Male 
Line of his own Branch. That Diviſion laſted 
above 140 Years. During that Period, the 
Spaniſh Branch carried on a War for above 50 
Years in the Netherlands againſt the Inhabi- 
tants of thoſe Provinces who had withdrawn 
themſelves from their Obedience; and for 
near 30 Years againſt France before the Peace 
of the Pyrenee s, and afterwards from the 
Year 1667, when the French Xing invaded the 
Spaniſh Netherlands u _ the Death of = 
. S 
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IV, with very ſhort Intervals till the , Year ; 


1700, when Charles II. died. The German 
Branch carried on a long and terrible War in 


' Germany from the Time that Frederic Eleftor 


Palatine accepted of the Crown of Bohemaa till 
the Peace of Munſter , which was near 30 
Years. In all that Time, the Two Branches 
never took up Arms the one againſt the other, 
but always mutually aſſiſted each other as they 


wanted any Aſſi ſtance, to the utmoſt of their 


Strength. Was it not the Spaniſh Aſſiſtance 
which was conſtantly, and affect ionately, and 
powerfully lent to the Emperors Ferdinand II. 
and Ferdinand III. during thoſe German Wars, 
which hinder'd K. James I. and K. Charles I. 
from procuring the Reſtitution of the Palati- 
nate to that unfortunate Xing of Bohemia and 
his Children > Upon Philip IVth's Death, did 
the Emperor Leopold ſtand by when the King 
of Spain was attack d? Were not Leopolds and 
Charles's Intereſts always judg'd to be the 
ſame, and did not they r act in Con- 
cert with each other? 

It will be the ſame now, with the Two 
Branches of the Flouſe of Bourbon. France will 
ſupport Spain for its own ſake ,, and Spain will 
always return the Kindneſs as long as there is 


any one ſingle Power in Europe, which by 


claiming under the Zouſe of Auſtria ſhall pre- 


tend to the Succeſſion of the Spaniſh Monar- 


chy. 1 do not ask hat ſecret Engagements 
King 
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King Philip may be under to his Grandfather, 
and his Succeſlors Kings oi France ; tho' it is 
not likely, that Lewis XIV. has made ſo ill a 
Bargain for the vaſt Surns of Money which he 
has ſpent to ſettle his Grandſon, tor the Quan- 
tity of Bloodſhed on that Account, and for the 
waſting and impoveriſhing his own Noble 
Country, as not to ſecure ſomething equiva- 
lent ro Repayment, or Requital for ſo great 
an Expence and Lofs. Bur this T enquire not 
into. I would rather enquire, whether it is 
not likely, that the Two Branches of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, ſuppoſing them to be diſtinct, 
1houl not look upon it to be their Intereſt to 
ſtand by each other. Till K. Philip is fully 
ſertled, he can no more ſubſiſt without France, 
even after a Peace, than a Child that is learn- 
ing to walk can go without a Leader.Whatſo- 
ever may be the Intereſt of Spain it will be 
the Intereſt of its King to adhere to Fance. 
Arragon and Catalonia, eſpecially the Latter, 

will be diſguſted. What Factions may ariſe 
in Caſtile is uncertain ; and it will always be 
the Intereſt of Portugal to foment Diſturban- 
ces, and to harbour, at leaſt not to diſcounte- 
nance, Malecontents. In ſuch a Caſe a Briti ſb 
Parliament will ſcarce be willing to aſſiſt the 
Crown in abetting K. Philip: And we can 
hardly think that Holland will be forward to 
aſſiſt him. Thus it will be at firſt, and what 
Scenes may ariſe after wards, we cannot at this 
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diſtance with any probability undertake to 
foretell. 

This is all upon a Suppoſition that the Two 
Crowns are upon Two Heads. But may we 
not reaſonably enquire what may probably 
happen if the Dauphin ſhould dye without Iſſue 
Male : In anſwer to this we are told, that 
K. I hilip has actually renounced for his Chil- 
dren, born or to be born, all his and their 
Titles to the Crown of France for ever. This 
Renunciation will be more or leſs Valid, as it 


can or cannot be ſupported by Arms. What : 


has been done in that Way already by the 
Houſe of Bourbon ſince the Peace of the Pyrenee's 
is publickly known, and has been lately ſet in 
an excellent Light by the Author of the 
Sighs of Europe. Since no Side therefore does 
at Fihe Bottom believe a Bourbon Renunciation 
to be of any force with the Renouncers, any 
farther than as it is backed with a ſufficient 
Strength that may make it execute ir ſelf, I 
would defire Gentlemen to take along with 
them theſe lollowing Conſiderations. In the 


Firſt Place then, it is certain that it is more 


for the Glory gf Lewis the XIV. to have his 
Grandſon Philip Lord of the Whole in caſe of 
3 Dauphin's Death, than to have him only 


of Spain. France will really then be Mi- 
ſtreſs a Europe, and a Prince deſcended from 


Lewis the XIV. will be its Governor. The 
Dauphin 1 is fo extream ſickly that his Life is 
not 


L 2 3 

not expected; and it is not ſuppoſed that he 
will out-live his Minority, The. French King 
is old and infirm ; ſcarce a Month paſſes but 


we have an Account of his Indiſpoſitions, 
which when they are ſo frequent in a Man of 


his Mears, are very alarming; That ſeems to 


be the Reaſon why he takes ſuch pains to get 
England to ſollicit the Allies to — in, tho” 
why they ſhould to ſollic it it, is not to be ima- 
gin'd: The Dutch are promiſed their Barrier 
very little worſe than it was before ſtipulated 
in the Year 1709, between Us and Them; 
tho' my Lord 2 — 4 was declared an Enemy 
to his Country by the Parliament of Great. 
Britain or ſigning it at that Time. A Rec- 
procal Guarantee is offered between the Crown 


of Great- Britain and the States General for that, 


and for the Hanover-Succeſſſon. This is to ha- 
ſten the Work. Now if it is not likely, that 
(if it were left to the French King's Option) 
he. would chuſe to have the Two Crowns ra- 
ther Diſmembred than United, then one may 
juſtly fear, that ſuch Meaſures may be here- 


after taken, and which if taken, cannot be pre» 


vented by Us and Holland, as may unite them 
after the Demiſe of the Dauphin. Without 


Ithis Renunciation K. Philip could not keep Spas 


at all. The Miniſtry, who want no Coura 

would ſcarce dare to adviſe the Queen to ſigu 

a Peace with France without it > This the 

en Le 
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Well. France therefore (let its Secret Deſigns be 
what they will) muſt have a Peace if poſſible 
whilſt the Dauphin lives. Sign now, and leave 

the reſt to Time. Thus we may fuppoſe they 

reaſon. Great-Britain is willing on theſe Terms 
to come into a Peace; and that Opportunity 
is not to be flipt'; and from what the Court 
ef France has done in former Conjunctures, 
we may make Rational Suppoſitions of what 
they are doing no-. | 

But farther: It is poſſible the French Xing 

may be in earneſt; that he not only longs for f 

Peace, but bond fide intends to keep it. He ff 

may perhaps ſeriouſly repent of his former T 

Breaches of Faith, which have been more fla- . 

grant, and more frequent, than can be matched lo 

in the Hiſtory of any ſingle King, of what | 

Religion ſoever, ſince the Creation. But if Tr 

he ſhould not be in earneſt, and only propo- Le- 

ſes to amuſe us till a fitter Conjuncture offers 
it ſelf, what can be done? Why, we are told, 
that the Dukes of Berry and Orleance will make 
the Title, which they have acquired by this 

Renuntiatian of A. Philip, good by their own 

Intereſt and Force. I wiſh they may; but 

it may be juſtly queſtioned whether they can 

make it good: No Nation has ever ſhewn it 
ſelf ſo jealous of thę Succeſſion of their Kings 
as France has done. The Feuch Nation have 
not renounced K. Philip, nor indeed can they. F< 
They have a Right to demand that he, and in 
. > Fas default 
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default of him that his Children ſhould reign | 
over them. And they may (for ought we 
know) think it their Intereſt to have it ſo. 

In that Caſe France would: become the Seat of 
Empire, and Spain and the Weſt-Tudies Provin- 

ces to France: France in caſe that ſhould hap- 

pen would gain greatly, and that they well 
know. The Induſtry and Activity of the 

French Nation, which for theſe laſt 50 Years: 
has turned it ſelf more than ever it did for- 
„ werly to Trade and Buſineſs, to Maritime Af- 
fairs, and to making Settlements for Commerce 
e n remote Countries, would ſoon bring the 

Trade of the World into their own Hands. 

«i The truth is, we ſtrain at Gnats, and ſwal- 
low Camels, when we bellow at the Dutch, 
at and overlook the French in this Article of 
if Trade. France we are told is to have Liſle 
0. Ire-delivered upon the Peace. Liſle was the 
ers Center of the Moollen Manufacture for Stuffs, 
1g which the French Erected in this laſt Age, 
when the Allies took it in 1708. That Manu- 
his [-Aure, Which for ſeveral Ages was the great 
In Glory of the Engliſh Nation, has been raiſed 
but by them in all its conſiderable Branches to an 
can Fmazing Height. Ten A4ftento's will not make 
chat Loſs good. And we are told now, that 
ings iſle muſt be reſtored, becauſe otherwiſe they 
nav £annot make the proper Aſortments (as they 

. re called) of Cargoes to fend to their Plan- 
Jinktions. Theſe Afortments we made — 


fault 
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and God be praiſed can make again. It will 
(I fear) be to little purpoſe to tell us, that 
We fball be favoured as much as the Nations the 
moſt favoured in the Treaty of Commerce. The 

. French will underſell us at leaſt if they do no- 

j thing elſe; and by having Settlements of their 
own in America, they will carry on the "ome 
more advantagiouſly than we poſſibly ca 
Trade is not to be forced: Tf the 99 
in the Weſt. Indies can buy to greater Profit of 
the French than they can of us, they will do 
ſo, let our Tariffs be never ſo ſplendidly 
drawn... 

The Hopes horns of that Immenſe Gain 
which the French may reap from the Indies, 
in caſe they had a King of their own at the | 
Head of the Spariſh Monarchy, will very pro- 
bably be a powerful Motive to them to deſire ! 
K. Philip to be their King if the Dauphin ſhould | 
dye, eſpecially fince he has an Hereditary | © 
Right of his own to ſupport him. If Lew f 
the XIV. judged it to be the Intereſt of the] n 
Honfe of Bourbon (may they reaſonably ſay) a 
to oblige his Grandſon to renounce France] C 
what is that to Us now? Kingdoms are not th 


like: Private ' Inheritances. It the right Hei on 
has an '3xdefeafible Right to our Alegiance, wil In 
have the ſame indefeafible Right to his Govern II 
ment. If he will renounce for himſelf, he w: 
cannot however renounce for his Children t 


Any Act of his ought not in Natural Juſtic 


ne t( 


E 
to affect them. Nay, ſuppoſin he could rc re- 


nounce for his Children yet unborn, he can- 
not renounce for thoſe Two Sons. of his that 


are born already. If it may be alledged, that 


the Children yet unborn can have no accruing 
Right to what the Father had no Right to at 
the time of their Birth, yet the Caſe is diffe- 
rent with thoſe Two Princes who are now 
actually born, They were born Princes of 
the Blood of France, and are unqueſtionably 
too young to do any Act of their own that 
can be Valid, and it is eſſentially unjuſt to 
tye them vp by what their Father does in a 
Thing of this Nature where their Birthright 
is concerned, and a Birthright of ſuch vaſt 
Importance, not only to themſelves but to all 
the reſt of Chriſtendom. Now it is no Chy- 

merical Suppoſition to imagin that the French 
Nation will reaſon after this manner, when 
once a ſeaſonable Conjuncture ſhall offer it 
ſelf, it 15 not impoſſible likewiſe that they 
may think this to be the only way to prevent 
a Civil War. To their Coſt they know what 
Civil Wars upon the Account of a Title to 
the Crown mean. No Nation ever carry'd 
on a more ſevere, or a longer War without 
Intermiſſion than they did after Heury the 
IIId's Death, to ſettle Heury the IVth. who 
was next Heir,. upon the Crown. And this 
they did, tho he was a Proteſtant, and con- 


tinued ſo for ſeveral Years after ; and when 


C the 


o 
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the, League try'd to ſet up the Cardinal of 

560,56 bis Uncle, thinking thereby to paciſy 

the People, it proved to no purpoſe, for the 

Nation choſe rather to bear with the Miſeries 

of a Civil War, than to alter the Succeſſion: 

And this they did againſt the United Force of 

„„ ic... . 

Should they therefore upon ſuch an Occa- 

ſion appear zealous for K. Philip, he would 

have as fair a Pretence to accept of their 

Love, as he now declares to have to ſtand by a 

his faithſul Spaniards ; and whatſoever he ſhall 

do in ſuch a Caſe, will appear to be their Act 0 

not his. It is not therefore unlikely the f 

French Nation may judge this to be the like- || 1! 

lieſt way to prevent a Civil War. Titles have f 
C 


lien dormant for a Generation or Two, and 
aſterwards have broke out, when a proper Op- || © 
portunity has offer'd it ſelf. This actually Ii 
happened in the Controverſy between the I 2! 
Fouſes of Vork and Lancaſter for the Crown it 
of England, about 250 Years ago. The || Ut 
ZToiſe of York gave way during the Reigns i 
of Henry the TVth and Zenry the Vth, and ff W 
aſſerted their Right in Heury the VIth's Time, I th 
when his weak Adminiſtration gave them a Se 
fair Opportunity. And they aſſerted it inſuch |} 
a manner that they turned out the HFoaſe of tut 
Lancaſter, which had kept the Throne for | fai 
Three Generations. This Example the French I WI 
have before their Eyes, and this may naturally I the 
eee lead ow 
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lead them to think that the horrible Miſchief 
of a Civil War can no way be fo well pre- 
vented as by receiving Philip or his eldeſt Son 
to be their King, notwithſtanding thoſe Re- 
nunciations which have ſo long amuſed Eu- 
rope. 


The Methods indeed which are generally 


| believed to have been taken to clear the ground 


of the late Two Dauphins, (the Duke of Bur- 
gundy and his Eldeſt Son) may put an end to 
this matter, and leave to the Dukes of Berry 


and Orleans a quiet and an undifputed Succeſ- 


ſion. Other Methods will moſt probably be 
ſucceſsleſs. Tt is a Jeſt to ſay therefore, that 
K. Philip can renounce for any Body but him- 
ſelf, or that the French will accept his Renun- 
ciation any farther than as they themſelves 
like it. They will perhaps appear fond of it 
at preſent, becauſe it brings Peace along with 
it, and a Breathing-Time from thoſe Miſeries 
under which they have ſo long groaned ; and 
ſinking Nations, as well as drowning Men, 
will lay hold of every Bough that will give 
them preſent Eaſe. All theſe Things put to- 

gether may probably appear of Weight. 
What is here ſuggeſted concerning the fu- 
ture Proſpect of the Affairs of Europe, is not 
ſaid with a Deſign to accuſe the Miniſtry fot 
what they have done: They certainly ktiow 
the State of the Nation and the Condition of 
our Allies better than private Men: And this 
| Ca 15 
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is a good Reaſon why By-ſtanders ſhould paſs 
modeſt Cenſures upon what they have done. 
But ſtill a Britiſb Parliament has a Right to 
give Advice in. this important Conjuncture, 
and with all poſſible Duty and Loyalty to de- 
fire (if they think it neceſſary) an Account. of 
the Steps which have been taken for the Na- 
tion's Good. When my Lord 7 —4 was de- 
clared an Enemy to his Country laſt Seſſions 
for Signing the Barrier- Treaty, the Houſe of 
Commons were not in the wrong to make ſuch 
a Declaration, upon a Suppoſition that they 
believed him to be ſo: And I am confident 
they did then believe him to be ſuch an Ene- 
my, whatever they might do this next Seſſi- 

on, if the Queſtion were to be put again. 

Whatſoever Her Majeſty and the Britiſh 
Parliament does, we ought to receive as be- 
comes good Subjects. Her Majeſty declared 
when ſhe laid the Conditions upon which a 
Peace might be had before her Parliament, that 
ſhe had the Proteſtant Succeſſion moſt at Heart; 
and we do with Joy contide in the Solemn 
Declaration of Her Majeſty, who is a Princeſs 
of ſuch incomparable Vertues, and of whoſe 
ſteady Love to Her People we have had ſuch 
frequent Inſtances. Nor is it likely that a 
Britiſp Parliament will ruin their Countty, and 
bring in Popery in cool Blood. What Private 
Men may do will not be charged upon them. 
But I cannot without Concern and Indignation 
obſerve 
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obſerve how very Modiſh it is to lay load ups. 


on the Dutch, and how tamely Men ſubmit to 
ſee them abuſed in our News-Letters and Prints 
in ſo vile a manner. That the Dutch may have 


ſometimes over-reached us in Trade may for 


ought I know be true: Tho they have cleared 
themſelves of ſo many Things which have 
been lay'd to their Charge, that perhaps it 
will be moſt adviſable to ſuſpend our Judg- 
ments till thoſe Matters are put in a clearer 
Light. But be it ſo : In Trade they are our 
Rivals, and we truſt in our Governors that 
they will take care of the Intereſts of the Na- 
tion in that particular, as well as in all others, 


and we are eaſy upon that Head. But let the 


Dutch have been what they will towards us 
in point of Trade, in which private Men as 
well as Nations are for engroſſing to them- 
ſelves as much always as they can, it is cer- 
tain, that the States-General are at this Time 
next to us the greateſt Support of the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt in Europe. And I ſhall not 
be afraid to aſſert, that the Preſervation of 
the Proteſtant Religion has been under God 


owing to that Commonwealth. After the Bat- 


tel of St. Quintin when France lay wholly at 
the Mercy of the A. of Spain, Philip the IId 
preferred the Cauſe of Popery to the Increaſe 
of his Power by ruining the K. of France, and 


ſtruck up a ſudden and an unexpected Peace, 
that he might enter into effectual Meaſures 


With 
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with Zenry the IId to extirpate the Northern 


Hereſy ; which Meaſures would humanly ſpea- 


king have been ſucceſsful had not God won 
derfully interpoſed. For Henry the IId was 
killed ſoon after, and left Children who were 
unable to execute the Deſigns which their 
Father had laid; and Philip by oppreſſing the 
Low- Countries contrary to their own juſt and 
known Privileges, which he himſelf had but a 
little before ſolemnly ſworn to obſerve at 
(what their Hiſtorians call) the Joyful Entry, 
forced them upon Meaſures which at laſt end- 
ed in the Erection of the Dutch. Commonwealth. 
The Wars in the Netherlands which were ſub- 
ſequent to thoſe Commotions, took up all K. 
Philip's Time, and waſted his Men and Trea- 
{ure ; and to the ſteady and conſtant Support 
which Q. Elizabeth gave that Infant-State we 
owe our own Liberties both Civil and Religi- 
ous. If the Dutch could not have ſtood with- 
out Her, She could as little have ſtood with- 
out them. The Spaniſh Invaſion would not 
have been the only one in her Time, if the 


Lom Country Wars had not kept Philip the IId 


conſtantly employ'd during the whole Courſe 
of his long Reign. What could Germany have 
done then , if the Netherlands hag been en- 
tirely reduced > Whereas now England and 
Holland can mutually fupport one another, and 
ſtand by the Proteſtant Intereſt any where elſe. 
And 85 God's fake let us look into Germany a 

. little ? 


© uy yo by a to af 6s. aw 
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little 2 Saxony is loſt,” we may ſay irreparably, 


when the Electoral Prince. once abjures his Re- 
ligion, which we expect every Poſt to hear 


he will. The Palatine-Honſe has left us a good 


while ago. There are now but Two Prote- 
ſtant Powers in Germany of any great weight, 
Hanover and Brandenburgh. Theſe Conſide- 
rations render it — for the Two great 
Proteſtant Powers of Great- Britain and Holland 
(which are indeed very great when well uni- 
ted) to keep together. God has no where 
promiſed to work Miracles for his Church; 
and if he had, yet there is no reaſon to ſup- 
poſe he ſhould Worte any for thoſe that forſake 
themſelves. We are: told indeed that the 
Dutch will for their own ſakes ſtand by us in 
the Day of Danger. Be it ſo. But then there 
muſt by mutual Confidence as well 'as mutual 
Intereſt, or elſe Alliances will be weakly ſup- 

ported, and Aſſiſtances coldly given. And 
Lo far that Confidence has been broken with- 
in theſe laſt 18 Months, between Us and Hol- 
land, J do not pretend to determine. 

It is not therefore either an improper, or an 
undutiful Queſtion to ask, if the Mouſe of 
Bourbon ſhould have a Mind to bring in the 
Pretender after the Peace is ratified, and K. 


Philip quietly poſſeſs d of Spain and the Weſt 


Indies, whether it will be ſo eaſy to keep him 
out as it would have been, if by our with- 
eu wing from the Allies we had not forced 


them 
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them to make a precipitate Peace? Is it not 
the joint Intereſt of both Branches of the 
Houſe of Bourbon to bring him in if they can > 
The Houſe of Hanover, whenever they come, 
muſt for their own Security ſtand by Holland 
and the Houſe of Auſtria, whoſe Intereſt it 
certainly is to keep France from riſing higher. 
If we would paſs a right Judgment upon this 
Matter, we muſt ſee what the preſent Diſpo- 
ſition of the Nation appears to be. Do we 
nat ſee Pamphlets openly Publiſned among us, 
to ſhow that no Prince ought to be debarred, 
of (what is called) his Natural Right to go- 
vern,upon the Account of Diverſity ofReligion? 
And does not this holy Right (as it is term- 
ed) appear every day in the Advertiſements 
of our moſt celebrated News-Papers, which 
are ſpread the fartheſt, and the moſt greedily 
read? What does this tend to, but to wean 
the People by Degrees from their Fondneſs 
for the Proteſtant Succeſſon? If any Man, let 
bis Perſonal Character have otherwife been 
never ſo eminent, and let him have been ne- 


ver fo zealous, and acted never ſo ſteadily. 


for the Tory Intereſt, ever ſince the Revoluti- 
on, but once declare againſt a Peace with 
France at this Juncture, and upon theſe Terms, 
is he not immediately traduced in our Weekly 
Papers, in Lampoons, and in Penny Merriments, 
and treated as the vileſt of Scoundrels, and ſet 
up as a Mark to be ſhot at by the People ? An 

Apeſtate 


. 
— = | "Ty 4 — W . S is itt FI 


— e p I TTY IT . —— l 
— —— EEE Ä ' 


. 


Apoſtate from his old Princi ples, A Companion for 
d, and a Member of the. Calves-Head 
Club, is the beſt Language he muſt expect to 


7 


meet with. 


I will not deny, but the Miniſtry has, what 


we are ſure Her Majeſty has moſt at Heart, 
which is the Proteſtant Succeſon. Vet what 
ſo effectual Courſe can be taken, to bring 
People to bear with what they before abhor- 
red, as what we ſee daily practiſed: No Man 
thinks a Britiſh Miniſtry will attempt to alter 
the Eſtabliſhment , unleſs they think they 

ſhall be backed by a Britiſp Parliament: And 
what, Parliament will venture at any Innova- 
tions againſt the. univerſal Bent of the Peo- 
ple > The People can be no other way lured 
on fo ſucceſfully as by a preſent Peace, and 
the Proſpect of future Plenty. The Land. Tax 
bears very hard upon the Gentlemen of Eug- 
land; and J do not affront them, when J ſay, 
that great Numbers of them wou'd be very 
well pleaſed to ſee French Wine as cheap as it 
was Twenty Five Years ago. The trading 
Part of the Nation may pollibly be brought 
by Degrees to think, that they cannot enjoy 
any one Branch of their Trade ſecurely, ſo 
long as the Dutch can ſend out a Fiſher-Boat. 
upon the Ocean, or a Merchant. Man to the 
Eaſt-Intlies. Our Pamphleteer's do now aſſure 


us, that the King of France has been a ſtrict 
: 5 
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Obſerver of his Word all along ; and the next 
Thing which we are to look for „is, that he 


Will join in a Guarantee to ſecure the Barrier 


for dhe Dutch, and the Hannover Abele, 
againſt bimſelf. 

"There is nothing can ruin us at r Home hut 
an implicit Confidence in every thing tht is 

called a Tory. The Bulk of the Tories of Eng- 

land are in their Hearts againſt the Pretender: 


And they will not eaſily. be brought to think. 


that Men of whom they have. long a good 
Opinion, can harbour any Deſigns but what 
appear above-board ; and it is indeed poſſible 
there may be no evil Deſigus under- hand car- 
ry'd on. The Tories are fond of the Church 
of England, of Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, and 
God bleſs them for ſuch their Fondneſs. The 


Whigs unfortunately , (and perhaps ſame. of 


them maliciouſſy) gave into ſeveral Things, 
whilſt they were in Power, which look d ve- 


ry ill towards the Church. It is not to be be- 


heved, how much the Clergy were exaſperg- 
ted all over the Nation, by the publick ſpread- 
ing of that peſtilent, and, in truth, heatheniſh 


Book, called the Rights of the Church. The 


Miniſtry fat by, and the Parliament for a long 
while took no Notice of it. This inflam'd 


the Body of the Clergy : And tho' the moſt 
and the beſt Anſwers againſt it were written 


at the Command of gg Biſhops , or de- 
; dicated 
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dicated to them; yet ſince the Civil Power 


did not interpoſe in a Matter which ſo nearly 
concerned the Being of the Church, and the 
Maintenance of its Cie: their Diſſatisfa- 
ction was not leſſen d. Impeachment of 


Dr. SI afterwards for a Point of Do- 


Trine, made them loſe all Patience. The 
Rage which that Impeachment produced had 
dire Effects. Men that were really concerned 
for their Religion, (and of thoſe we have 
great Numbers) believed their common 


Chriſtianity was at Stake. And when the | 
Children of Darkneſs appeared above-board, 11 
when not only ſuch little Scriblers as 7, 1 
02, 441, and T——&d ; but even 2 
ſome whoſe Birth and Quality gave them a | 


Hereditary Place in our Parliament, appeared 

in Print againſt the Chriſtian Religion, in De- 
fence of what they called Natural Liberty, and 
Free-Thinking, as if his Quality gave any Man 
a ſufficient Licenſe to brave the Lord of Hoſts;. 
and-all-this while the then Miniſtry fat uncon- 
cernedly by; if this gave the ſecret Enemies 


— * 
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of our Conſtitution Opportunity to ſet things | 
in a Flame, it is not to be wendred. And in 
truth T have often thought, that the Fall of 1 


that Miniſtry was a juſt Judgment of God 
upon them for their Remiſsneſs, in not giving 
what Check they. could to the horrid Courſe 
of. thoſe vile and irreligious Books which 
5 | > 2 appeared 
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appeared at that Time; and I fear it is no 
Breach of Charity to lay, that ſome Leading 
Men 2 them, whilſt they laboured to 


— for 'rher Folly; ; 1 T hope 557 2 re- 
pent of it. 
But muſt we jeceffarity fall into Se „ io 
| erat + to avoid Cbarybas: a; 
Seach Oh 0 
Could we not (as Sir John Denham fays ) CY 
53 bo (from that Letbargict Den, 
But fo be refteſs ina worſe Extreme? el nh — 
„ co will not, it cannot, unleſs it wit 1 abjote 
Poper)y, ſupport the Church, of England, or 
Proteſtant Apiſcapac). The retender under 
any Diſguize, and Britiſh Liberty, are incon- 
ſiſtent Things. To think, that if he wete 
once ſettled here, he wou A hot be influenced 
by Direct ions from Abroad, is downright In- 
-Fatuation.” It is allow'd that we are not of 
our ſelves ſtrong enough to hinder it; where 
then in ſuch a Caſe cbuld the Nation fly for 
Relief > Have we not wantonly caſt off our 
old Friends, without getting new > I muſt 
here again repeat it, (becauſe what is never 
but of my Mind, 1 Would not loſe ſight of 
one Moment, ) that I have no deſign to 'ac- 
| bvuſe the 19 1 T wy cant alone ruin us 
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is an expedient the ſame Miniſtry as long as 


thanked, we have thoſe Terurities. 


out very ſpeedy care be taken may let in 
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if they would. Should they pour in never ſo 


any y Bodies of new Lords into the upper 
ouſe 


„ill the Houſe of Commons are in Po 
ſeſſion of the Triennial Ach, and a certain E- 
ſtate in Land, is a neceſſary Qualification to 
enable 10 Man to be a Member gf their 
Houſe. ut the raiſing new Troops of Peers 


there 1 is any public. Liberty left , will; hardly 
venture to try aboye once, In Her Majeſty's 


neſs therefore, and in a Britiſh Houſe of Com- 
qops we think ourſelves ſafe. And, God be 
fl ay K — + 
may ruin ourſelves very eaſily if we plea 

for there is a Door already open, which with- 


thoſe EOFPIES, whom, when once let in, it will 
not be in our Power very caſily to drive out. 


Our imine: Jiate Danger at. preſent, is from 


Scotland; and how few apprehend any Dan- 
ger from that Quarter! The Impoſition of 


the new Oaths has ſhewn what the Scot7i/h 
Nation would be at; 
ſon the Impoſition of thoſe Oaths was neceſ- 
ſary at this time, that England may ſee ho- r 
the Scotiiſb Nation ſtands feed. The Con- 

vulſions which have happen'd-ſince the Oaths 
- were tendred to the Scottiſh Miniſters of both 


and if for no other Rea- 


Perſuaſions, deſerve to be ſet in a clear Light 
before us, who live on this Side of the Tipeed, 


before they riſe to too great a Head. Now 


the 
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the Caſe is this: * By an AF paſt this Seſſion 
(Aue xo. cap. 7.) all the Miniſters of the 


Efubliſped Church of Scotland, as alſo a ll the 


Miniſters of the Epiſcopal Perſuaſion in North- 
Britain "(who a een fin Se id A ro 


held Congregations 1 00 5 ro the Liturgy 


of the Church of rat] were, obliged to 


tales and ſubſcribe 'the Oaths of ANegiance aud 
"Ab34raMbn' on or before Aug. 1. 1712.1 Thi; 

Tomy being fourrd tobe too ſhort, they had 
dy another Act paſt the ſame Seffion (And 
1b. 32.) Time given them to qualify 
the Uives till Nov. I.' 1712. "During this 


Irtelval,” the general Aſembiy of the 7 0 


Ser land met, and made a Dei ars tion which 
they p Kiented to Her Majs In which 
che der forth, that the did © 62 erde 
a Words or Syllables! in that ith, to have 


Pre 
the Time drew nigh in which they were to 
qualify themſelves, the Quarter Sf ons met ig 
moſt Parts of Scotland , that . x Miniſters 
who would take the 'Oaths © 
Abjuration , accor — che oleration- AF 
above: mention'd might have an Opporrunity 
ſo to do. At Edinburgh, Twenty fix Mini- 


ſters of the Presbytery” of that' Place , went 
io a Body. to the Seſſſons ? preceded by Mr, 
Carſtairs, in order to ally themſelves, and 
there tendred the abe ve ald Declaration of 
8 the 
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Senſe or Meaning contrary, to th heir kndwg 
heiples and Church Govern Ent, When 
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the General Aſſembly. Some of the Juſtites 


proteſted againſt receiving any ſuch Declara- 


tion, others proteſted againſt. the former, for 
not admitting it. "Theſe, being out-number'd, 


the Minifters after having privately. prateſted 


that they had offer d ſuch a Declaration, tool 


the Oaths and ſubſcribed them. The ſame 
Thing was done in other Parts of Scotland; 
and thoſe that took the Oaths proteſted ei- 
ther before or after they took them, that they 
had tendred ſuch a Declaration. But in the 
whole, it is computed that not above one half 
of the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhed Church 
have taken the Oaths. Six of the moſt po- 


pular Miniſters in Edinburgh have reſuſed 


them. Of the Epiſcopalians, but Two have 
comply d with the At throughout Scotland: 
One in Edinburgh, who preaches to the Eng- 

liſh Congregation there; and one at Glaſgow, ' 
who has lately taken Orders, and open d a 
Meeting in that City. The Sunday following 


the Non-Jurors of both Parties preached pub- 


lickly, and I ſuppoſe do ſo ſtill. In Edinburgh 
Þ it ſelf the Populace join with the Non-Jarors, 
ſo that their Churches are thronged, whereas 


the Jurors are in a good Mealure deſerted. 


| One Miniſter particularly beyond the Frith 


that had taken the Oatlis, went the next Sun- 
day to preach as vſual in his own Church, an 4 


found the Doors ſhut againſt him; and he was 


threat- 
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threatned to be ſtoned, if he attempted to o- 
pen them. „ © 


This is the preſent State of the Church bf 


Scotland. The Epiſcopalians directly declare 
themſelves to be Facobites, and upon that 
Score alone they refuſe the Oaths. That fio 
Man queſtions. And Whig and Tory on the 
other Side of the Tweed are Names that are 


univerſally underſtood to denote Men that 


are for or againſt the Pretender. Care has 


been taken to infuſe Scruples into the Presbyte 


rzans, as if the Intention of the Parliament by 
this Act was to deſtroy their Church Govern- 
ment by Degrees. Weak Scruples they are 
God knows! and yet weak as they are, they 
have had Influence enough to propoſleſs one 
half of the Miniſtersof the Eſtabliſh'd Church. 
The Provincial Synod fat lately, and the 
Non-Furors gave in a Declaration to the Sy- 
nod, ſetting forth that they had no other 
Objection againſt the Oaths, than that they 
underſtood themſelves to be thereby bound to 
ſupport the Jierarchy of the Church of En- 


gland contrary to their known Principles. The 


urors gave in another Declaration, declaring 
that they did not take them in that Senſe. 
This ſhelters the Jacobites: And upon this Ac- 
count they have induſtriouſſy fomented theſe 
Scruples among the Frradyteriuns. 


Ts 


don, and not very rich, and conſeque 
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Is not here now a fait Field in which the 


Friends of the Pretender may exert themſelves, 
whilſt Things are in this Confuſion 2 The 


Nobility and Gentry, it is to be feared, are but 


too much diſguſted, upon the account of their 
being (as they think) ſhut out by the Union 


of their Birthright, by which they had for ſo 


many Ages 'by-gone fo great a Share in the 
Line. This operates too much even 


upon the Presbyterians themſelves; Tho' could 


they carry their Reſentments againſt Euglaud, 
againſt which they are chiefly enraged upon 
the Account of the Union, ſo far as to join 


with the Pretender, they Would have reaſon to 
expect nothing better than Tiyſſes's Fate, to 


whom Polyphemus in the Poet promiſed as a 
Reward for making him Drunk, mal he ſhould 


be eaten up laſt. 


Be this as it will: Here is a geg Body a 
Men, and thoſe at a great diſtance from Len- 


liable to Temptation, diſguſted. It will be 


hove a Britiſh Parliament to find a Remedy: for 
theſe: Evils aſſoon as 
ly their Intereſt to quiet People at home. 


poſſible. It will be equal- 


The Church has been already made eaſy with 
relation to the Diſſenters by the paſſing of the 


Occaſional. Bill, which paſt laſt -Seflions with- 
out Oppoſition. The Whigs by giving readily 
into it ſhow'd themſelves — to be Enemies of 
our r Church, or if they were ſo before, they 


E W 


ntly more 
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hereby made a ſignal Atonement. When the 
«Dutch ſee that we are heartily in the Intereſt af 
the Proreſtant Succeſſon, we may be ſure they will 
be heartily our Friends, eſpecially ſince their Bar- 
rier is ſo well ſecured. Whatſoever private Men 
may ſometimes do, Nations never keep alive 
their Reſentments, when once the Cauſes of the 
Diſguſt, real or imaginary, are removed. All 
the Tories, who are not Jacobites, will readily 
joyn with all that approve themſelves to be 
Friends to Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, in order 
to ſecure the Nation againſt Fopery. That 
we are ſpent by this long and expenſive War 
is unqueſtionable. The Facobites and Papiſts 
have 'not Strength to make any conſiderable 
Oppoſition,” when once Steps are taken to ſe- 
cure theſe main Points. What the Fouſe 4 
Bourbon will or will not do, as it muſt be left 
to Time, ſo Men will chearfully ſubmit it in- 
to the Hands of the great Governor of the 
World. Tn ſhort, it is in the Power of the 
_ Britiſh Parliament, humanly ſpeaking, to ſe- 
cure us from thoſe Evils, of which very ma- 
ny among us are as they think juſtly afraid. 
They are Britains, they are Proteſtants, they 
hive abjured the Preteuder, they have great 
Eſtates of their own, and they have a Poſte- 
rity which are juſtly: dear to them. They 
may be ſure Her Majeſty will gladly hearken 
ro any Advices which they ſhall give Her for 
phe Nation's Good ; and they are called togy- 


che 
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ther to give Her ſuch Advice. - The Miniſtry 


likewiſe will for their own Sakes 

promote what the Parliament adit 
to, as knowing that whilſt they purſue what 
is the real Intereſt of the Nation, they take 
the likelieſt Courſe poſſible to continue to 


themſelyes that preat P : a 
Ve eat Power which they have 
already got. * Es 4 " ny hays 
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